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Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of N.Y., right, listens as House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of 
Calif., left, speaks to reporters at the White House in Washington, Nov. 29, 2022, about their meet- 
ing with President Joe Biden. 
Associated Press 
Biden sees economy avoiding 
recession, but risks remain 


By JOSH BOAK and AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — President Joe Biden 
assured Americans on Friday that the U.S. 
economy is chugging along in the holiday 
season, but the very strength of a new jobs 
report showed that high inflation remains 
a recession threat. At the White House, 
the president signed an emergency bill to 
avert a rail strike that he said could have 
caused 765,000 job losses in two weeks 
and plunged the country into a painful 
downturn. But many voters and econo- 


mists still fear that a recession is nigh and 
the price of reducing high prices will be 
layoffs. Biden pointed to the addition of 
263,000 jobs in November — with the un- 
employment rate holding steady at 3.7% 
— as proof that his policies have bulked up 
the economy. He suggested that the ma- 
jor recession risk was the freight rail strike, 
a problem the country avoided by having 
Congress impose an agreement that raises 
pay but fails to provide the additional paid 
sick leave that workers demanded. 
Continued on Page 2 


Ceremony to turn on the lights 
and reopen Caya G.F. Betico 
Croes for car traffic 


Marine Management 
Workshop in Aruba 


Page 7 


Page 11 


Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Page 10 


UP FRONT 
Saturday 3 december 2022 
A2 
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Continued from Front 


“Things 
are 
moving 
— 
they’re moving in the right 
direction,” Biden said. “As 
we go into the holiday 
season, here’s what this all 
means: The Americans are 
working, the economy is 
growing.” 
White House officials do 
see reason for optimism. 
Gasoline prices are aver- 
aging $3.45 a gallon, down 
sharply from a June peak, 
according to AAA. The 
economy is expanding af- 
ter shrinking in size during 
the first half of the year. 
And since July, workers’ av- 
erage hourly earnings have 
been rising faster than con- 
sumer prices. 
But inflation can be a game 
of 
whack-a-mole, 
and 
Friday’s employment re- 
port suggested that wage 
growth actually could be 
part of the problem. 
Inflation has been some- 
thing of a moving target 
during Biden’s presidency. 
Supply chain challenges 
and 
shortages 
pushed 
up prices as the country 
started to recover from the 
pandemic in 2021. Higher 
oil and food costs drove up 
inflation after Russia invad- 
ed Ukraine in February. And 
the jobs report showed that 
wage growth accelerated 
sharply, which could fuel in- 
flation going forward. 


The Federal Reserve is at- 
tempting to reduce infla- 
tion by raising its bench- 
mark interest rates. That 
action reduces economic 
activity in order to bring 
down prices. 
On Wednesday, Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell suggested 
the U.S. central bank might 
not have to raise rates as 
aggressively to return infla- 
tion to the 2% annual tar- 
get. That comment caused 
the stock market to rise, 
only for the optimism to fiz- 
zle out on Friday as the new 
and revised wage data 


indicated the Fed might 
need to do more to cool 
the economy. 
“With these revisions, the 
pace of wage growth is 
more consistent with 5% 
inflation than with 2% infla- 
tion,” said Harvard Universi- 
ty professor Jason Furman, 
formerly the top economist 
in the Obama White House. 
“In this sense it may take a 
larger adjustment in labor 
markets 
than 
previously 
hoped to bring inflation 
down.” The president’s key 
message is that his policies 
have helped to avoid ca- 


tastrophes such as a reces- 
sion caused by a rail strike. 
The bill he signed Friday 
binds rail companies and 
workers to a proposed set- 
tlement that was reached 
between the railroads and 
union leaders in September 
but rejected by the workers 
of some unions. 
“The bill I’m about to sign 
ends a difficult rail dispute 
and helps our nation avoid 
what 
without 
a 
doubt 
would have been an eco- 
nomic catastrophe at a 
very bad time in the cal- 
endar,” said Biden. He said 


his team helped negotiate 
a “good product, but we 
still have more work to do in 
my view.” 
Members of four of the 12 
unions involved had re- 
jected the proposed con- 
tract as lacking sufficient 
paid sick leave, setting up 
the possibility of a strike be- 
ginning Dec. 9. Biden ac- 
knowledged the shortcom- 
ing and said he would con- 
tinue to push for that ben- 
efit for every U.S. worker. 
“I’ve supported paid sick 
leave for a long time,” said 
the president, a staunch 
labor union supporter. “I’m 
going to continue that fight 
until we succeed.” 
He said that Republican 
lawmakers 
blocked 
the 
inclusion of seven days of 
paid sick leave in the agree- 
ment, and it’s unclear how 
he would get backing for 
expanding family leave to 
all workers with the GOP 
winning the House major- 
ity in November’s elections. 
Republican leaders have 
tapped into deep doubts 
about the U.S. economy 
with party officials noting 
that higher prices have 
caused Americans’ sav- 
ings rate to hit the lowest 
level in 17 years. About 
three-quarters of voters last 
month called economic 
conditions “poor” or “not 
so good,” according to AP 
VoteCast.q 


President Joe Biden speaks before signing H.J.Res.100, a bill that aims to avert a freight rail strike, 
in the Roosevelt Room at the White House, Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


FBI director raises national security 
concerns about TikTok 


By ERIC TUCKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — FBI 
Director Chris Wray is rais- 
ing national security con- 
cerns about TikTok, warning 
Friday that control of the 
popular video sharing app 


is in the hands of a Chinese 
government "that doesn't 
share our values." 
Wray said the FBI was con- 
cerned that the Chinese 
had the ability to control 
the app's recommenda- 
tion algorithm, "which al- 


lows them to manipulate 
content, and if they want 
to, to use it for influence op- 
erations." He also asserted 
that China could use the 
app to collect data on its 
users that could be used for 
traditional espionage op- 
erations. 
"All of these things are in 
the hands of a government 
that doesn't share our val- 
ues and that has a mission 
that's very much at odds 
with what's in the best in- 
terests of the United States. 
That should concern us," 
Wray told an audience at 
the University of Michigan's 
Gerald R. Ford School of 
Public Policy. 


Those concerns are simi- 
lar to ones he raised dur- 
ing congressional appear- 
ances last month when the 
issue came up. And they 
come during ongoing dia- 
logue in Washington about 
the app. 
TikTok is owned by Beijing- 
based ByteDance. A TikTok 
spokesperson did not im- 
mediately return an email 
seeking comment on Fri- 
day. 
But at a Senate hearing in 
September, 
TikTok 
Chief 
Operating 
Officer 
Van- 
essa Pappas responded to 
questions from members of 
both parties by saying that 
the company protects all 


data from American users 
and that Chinese govern- 
ment officials have no ac- 
cess to it. 
"We will never share data, 
period," Pappas said. 
Concerned about China's 
influence over TikTok, the 
Trump 
administration 
in 
2020 threatened to ban 
the app within the U.S. and 
pressured ByteDance to sell 
TikTok to a U.S. company. 
U.S. officials and the com- 
pany are now in talks over 
a possible agreement that 
would resolve American se- 
curity concerns, a process 
that Wray said was taking 
place across U.S. govern- 
ment agencies.q 


FBI Director Christopher Wray speaks at the Gerald R. Ford 
School of Public Policy at the University of Michigan, Friday, 
Dec. 2, 2022, in Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Associated Press 
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By MATTHEW LEE 
AP Diplomatic Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration on Fri- 
day placed a well-known 
Russian paramilitary orga- 
nization on a list of religious 
freedom violators along- 
side a number of notorious 
terrorist organizations. 
Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken announced he had 
designated 
the 
Wagner 
Group as an “entity of par- 
ticular concern” for its ac- 
tivities in the Central African 
Republic. Also on the list 
are Afghanistan’s Taliban, 
Nigeria’s Boko Haram, So- 
malia’s al-Shabab and two 
factions of the Islamic State 
group. 
“Our 
announcement 
of 
these designations is in 
keeping with our values 
and interests to protect 


national security and to 
advance 
human 
rights 
around the globe,” Blinken 
said. “Countries that ef- 


fectively 
safeguard 
this 
and other human rights 
are more peaceful, stable, 
prosperous and more reli- 


able partners of the United 
States than those that do 
not.” 
The Wagner Group is run 
by a confidant of Russian 
President 
Vladimir 
Putin, 
Yevgeny Prigozhin, and its 
mercenaries are accused 
by Western countries and 
UN experts of numerous hu- 
man rights abuses through- 
out Africa, including in the 
Central African Republic, 
Libya and Mali. 
Friday’s designation does 
not immediately carry U.S. 
sanctions but opens up 
those targeted to poten- 
tial penalties for violations 
of religious freedom. The 
Wagner Group and the 
other “entities of particu- 
lar concern” are already 
subject to an array of U.S. 
sanctions. 
In addition to his designa- 


tion of the Wagner Group 
and the others, Blinken 
identified China, Cuba, Er- 
itrea, Iran, Myanmar, Nica- 
ragua, North Korea, Paki- 
stan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, 
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan 
as “countries of particular 
concern” for religious free- 
dom violations. 
All of those countries, which 
Blinken 
said 
have 
“en- 
gaged in or tolerated par- 
ticularly severe violations 
of religious freedom,” have 
been on the list previously. 
Blinken also put Algeria, the 
Central African Republic, 
Comoros and Vietnam on 
a “special watch list” for re- 
ligious freedom violations, 
meaning they could even- 
tually be hit by U.S. sanc- 
tions unless their records in 
the area improve.q 


Secretary of State Antony Blinken, from right, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, and Rep. Barbara Lee, D-Calif., attend a World AIDS 
Day event hosted by the Business Council for International 
Understanding in Washington, Friday, Dec. 2, 2022. 
Associated Press 


U.S. targets Russian mercenary group over religious freedom 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — In the 
end, it wasn’t a last-minute 
smoking gun but a prosecu- 
tor insisting that evidence 
shows Donald Trump was 
aware of a scheme that his 
Trump Organization’s ex- 
ecutives hatched to avoid 
paying personal income 
taxes on millions of dollars 
worth 
of 
company-paid 
perks. 
After telling jurors on Thurs- 
day that Trump “knew ex- 
actly what was going on” 
with the scheme, Assistant 
Manhattan District Attorney 
Joshua Steinglass followed 
up by citing trial evidence 
and testimony that he said 
made clear “Mr. Trump is 
explicitly sanctioning tax 
fraud.” 
Steinglass, speaking on the 
last day before delibera- 
tions at the Trump Organi- 
zation’s criminal tax fraud, 
showed jurors a lease Trump 
signed for one executive’s 
Manhattan apartment and 
a memo the former presi- 
dent initialed authorizing a 
pay cut for another execu- 
tive who got perks. 
He also cited Weisselberg’s 
claim, during his three days 
of testimony, that he told 
Trump he would pay him 


back after Trump agreed 
to cover his grandchildren’s 
hefty private school tuition 
cost. Weisselberg then ad- 
justed his payroll records to 
cut his pre-tax salary by the 
cost of the tuition. 
“I mention this all to show 
that this whole narrative 
that Mr. Trump was blissful- 
ly ignorant is just not real,” 
Steinglass said. 
Trump himself is not on trial, 
as Steinglass reminded ju- 


rors, but Judge Juan Man- 
uel Merchan gave him the 
green light to talk about 
Trump’s possible awareness 
of the scheme after the 
company’s lawyers, in their 
summations, claimed that 
Trump knew nothing about 
it. 
Trump has denied knowing 
that Weisselberg and other 
executives were dodging 
taxes, writing on his Truth 
Social platform this week: 


“There was no gain for 
‘Trump,’ and we had no 
knowledge of it.” 
After 
Steinglass 
finished 
Friday, 
Trump 
Organiza- 
tion lawyer Michael van 
der Veen asked Merchan 
to declare a mistrial, ar- 
guing that the prosecutor 
had 
irreparably 
harmed 
the defense by effectively 
portraying Trump as a co- 
conspirator in the tax fraud 
scheme. 


“I don’t believe it’s neces- 
sary to declare a mistrial. 
That’s not really even a 
thought,” Merchan said, 
agreeing to instead cau- 
tion jurors about Steinglass’ 
remarks. 
But Steinglass’ sudden fo- 
cus on Trump’s knowledge 
of the scheme, right as the 
Trump company’s trial was 
ambling to a conclusion, 
begged the question: Why 
wasn’t he charged, too? 
The Manhattan district at- 
torney’s 
office 
declined 
comment, citing the ongo- 
ing trial. District Attorney 
Alvin Bragg, who inherited 
the case when he took of- 
fice in January, has said 
that an investigation of 
Trump is “active and ongo- 
ing,” and that no decision 
has been made on wheth- 
er to charge him. 
The Trump Organization, the 
entity through which Trump 
manages his golf courses, 
hotels and other ventures, 
is charged with helping 
some top executives avoid 
paying income taxes on 
non-monetary compensa- 
tion. The company’s case 
is the only trial to arise from 
the Manhattan district at- 
torney’s office’s three-year 
investigation of Trump and 
his business practices.q 


Former President Donald Trump announces a third run for president as he speaks at Mar-a-Lago 
in Palm Beach, Fla., Nov. 15, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Prosecutor: Evidence shows Trump ‘explicitly’ OK’d tax fraud 
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By SARAH RANKIN 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — The 
former 
medical 
director 
of a Virginia hospital that 
serves vulnerable children 
has been charged with 
four felony sex crimes in 
connection with abuse at 
the facility years ago, ac- 
cording to a prosecutor 
and court records. 
A grand jury indicted Dr. 
Daniel N. Davidow of Rich- 
mond, a former longtime 
employee of the Cum- 
berland Hospital for Chil- 
dren and Adolescents, last 
month, the records show. 
The records were unsealed 
Thursday, the prosecutor 
announced Friday. 
Robert F. Donnelly, an at- 
torney for Davidow, told 
The Associated Press by 
email that “we are still 
learning details and facts, 
so we are not in a position 
to comment.” 
The hospital, located in 
New Kent County, about 
half an hour east of the 
state capital, treats chil- 
dren and young adults with 
complex medical needs, 
including chronic illnesses, 
brain injuries and neurobe- 
havioral disorders. 
An investigation into staff 
at the hospital by Virginia 
State Police has been on- 
going since 2017. The facili- 
ty is also facing civil lawsuits 
that say it operated with- 
out proper licensing and 
was “devoid of fundamen- 


tal sanitation or humanity,” 
allegations the facility de- 
nies. 
The lawsuits and other con- 
cerns from patients’ par- 
ents about the hospital, 
which have been highlight- 
ed by persistent reporting 
from Richmond TV station 
WTVR, have raised alarms 
at the highest levels of state 
government over at least 
two gubernatorial adminis- 
trations. 
In the civil lawsuits, more 
than three dozen former fe- 
male patients allege Davi- 
dow sexually abused them 
during 
physical 
exams. 
In court documents and 
through an attorney, Davi- 
dow has previously denied 
those allegations. 
Kevin Biniazan, an attorney 


representing the former pa- 
tients in the civil case, said 
Friday he had confirmed 
the indictments were con- 
nected 
to 
allegations 
raised by two of his clients. 
“The first thing that’s in my 
mind and probably in the 
minds of all my clients is that 
this was a long time com- 
ing,” he said. “And in many 
ways I hope that it provides 
the public and my clients 
a sense of validation. ... 
They’ve 
been 
doubted, 
and I think in many ways 
discouraged, from coming 
forward in many instanc- 
es.” 
Neither an attorney for the 
hospital nor representatives 
of its parent company im- 
mediately responded to an 
emailed inquiry from AP. A 


spokeswoman for Virginia 
State Police said she was 
working on a statement. 
Davidow faces two counts 
of aggravated sexual bat- 
tery and two counts of ob- 
ject sexual penetration, all 
felonies. 
Charging documents of- 
fer few additional details 
about 
the 
allegations, 
though they say both vic- 
tims were children. The 
documents 
allege 
the 
abuse of one victim oc- 
curred from March 1, 2018, 
to April 30, 2018. The other 
child was abused from mid- 
October of 2017 to Dec. 1, 
2017, the documents say. 
T. Scott Renick, the com- 
monwealth’s attorney in 
New Kent County, said in 
a brief statement that the 


charges were brought in 
connection with “acts of 
sexual abuse and sexual 
assault that occurred” at 
the hospital. He said his of- 
fice would have no further 
comment. 
In the case of both of the 
sexual 
battery 
charges, 
indictments say Davidow 
abused the victim through 
her “mental incapacity or 
physical helplessness.” 
Renick’s small office has 
been handling charging 
decisions in the Cumber- 
land matter since Attorney 
General 
Jason 
Miyares 
handed it off earlier this 
year in a move than sur- 
prised some legal observ- 
ers, given the nature and 
scope of the allegations. 
Miyares’ spokeswoman has 
offered a procedural ex- 
planation for the change in 
course. 
Under the direction of the 
previous attorney general, 
Mark Herring, the office 
prosecuted two hospital 
staffers. 
One, a 72-year-old psy- 
chotherapist, was charged 
with sexually abusing a pa- 
tient and died by suicide 
the same day he was due 
in court for a plea hear- 
ing. The other, a behavioral 
technician, was sentenced 
in December to a year 
in prison after pleading 
no contest to an allega- 
tion that she intentionally 
burned a disabled child 
with scalding water.q 


This aerial image taken with a drone shows Cumberland Hospital for Children and Adolescents 
on Tuesday Sept. 20, 2022, in Richmond, Va. 


Associated Press 


Ex-children’s hospital doctor charged with sex crimes 


By KEN MILLER 
Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — 
The Oklahoma marijuana 
farm where four people 
were killed and one was 
wounded was operating 
under an illegally obtained 
license to grow marijuana 
for medical purposes, an 
Oklahoma State Bureau of 
Narcotics spokesman said 
Friday. The application for 
the license by Kevin Pham 
fraudulently stated that the 
operation was 75% owned 
by an Oklahoma resident, 
as required by state law, 


said bureau spokesperson 
Mark Woodward. The pot 
farm on a 10-acre (4-hect- 
are) property west of Hen- 
nessey, a town about 55 
miles (90 kilometers) north- 
west of Oklahoma City, 
was the site of four execu- 
tion-style killings in Novem- 
ber that targeted three 
men and one woman, all 
Chinese citizens. 
“Agents have interviewed 
the man who is listed as the 
75% owner ... that person 
has no knowledge of oper- 
ations” at the farm, Wood- 
ward said. 


“He just went to Pham’s 
office for payments” as 
the registered 75% owner, 
Woodward said. 
Pham has been arrested 
on drug and weapons 
charges. Court documents 
do not list an attorney who 
could speak on his behalf. 
Woodward did not disclose 
the amount of the pay- 
ments to the man he de- 
scribed as a “ghost owner” 
and said the man has not 
been arrested, but could 
face fraud charges. 
Woodward said the OBN is 
investigating whether the 


marijuana grown at the 
farm was illegally sold in 
other states. “Our law says 
what is grown here has to 
be sold here” in Oklahoma, 
Woodward said, and can 
not be transported across 
state lines. The names of 
the four people killed Nov. 
20 have not been released. 
A suspect in the case has 
been 
extradited 
back 
to the state from Florida, 
where he was arrested 
Nov. 22 after the vehicle he 
was driving was flagged by 
a car tag reader, police in 
Miami Beach said.q 


This photo provided by the 
Miami-Dade Corrections & 
Rehabilitation Department 
shows Wu Chen. 


Associated Press 


Oklahoma pot farm illegally obtained permit before 4 slain 
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By VANESSA GERA 
Associated Press 
LODZ, Poland (AP) — A se- 
curity organization born in 
the Cold War to maintain 
peace in Europe ended a 
high-level meeting Friday 
without a final resolution, 
underlining the existential 
crisis it is facing amid Rus- 
sia’s war against Ukraine. 
The war launched by one 
member of the Organiza- 
tion for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe against 
another 
has 
created 
hurdles for the 57-nation 
group. It makes decisions 
based on the consensus 
of all members, which ren- 
dered it impossible for the 
vast majority that condemn 
the war to get through a 
final resolution opposing 
Russia’s aggression. 
Running through the two- 
day meeting of foreign 
ministers and other repre- 
sentatives, the OSCE’s first 
such 
high-level 
meeting 
since the Feb. 24 invasion, 
was the question of how it 
can continue to function 
without 
consensus 
from 
Russia and its ally Belarus, 
which say they have been 
unfairly isolated. 
“I have no doubts that in 


the next few years it will be 
extremely difficult for this 
organization to deliver on 
its mandate,” Polish Foreign 
Minister Zbigniew Rau said 
at a concluding news con- 
ference. Poland currently 
holds the organization’s ro- 
tating chair. 
The problems facing the 
organization predate the 


war. Russia has hampered 
decisions on budgets, se- 
nior appointments and oth- 
er critical work for years. 
The Vienna-based OSCE 
has a wide-ranging mis- 
sion to protect peace, with 
a strong emphasis placed 
on human rights in addition 
to arms control and other 
military security issues. The 


organization is best known 
to the public for its role in 
monitoring elections. 
But it has struggled amid a 
real war. After Russia invad- 
ed Ukraine in February, the 
organization evacuated its 
staff members working on 
a peace mission in Ukraine, 
where 
Moscow-backed 
separatists in the east had 


fought Ukrainian forces for 
the previous eight years. 
Three Ukrainian employ- 
ees remain “unlawfully de- 
tained” by Russian forces in 
eastern Ukraine since April, 
OSCE 
Secretary-General 
Helga Schmid said Friday. 
Still, Schmid argued that 
the organization was “not 
paralyzed” 
and 
said 
it 
was finding ways to work 
around Russia’s obstruc- 
tion, for instance by using a 
donor-funded program to 
do demining work and to 
help survivors of sexual vio- 
lence in Ukraine. 
Notably absent from the 
conference was Russian 
Foreign 
Minister 
Sergey 
Lavrov, who was banned 
from entering Poland be- 
cause he is on a European 
Union sanctions list. Lavrov 
spent 40 minutes of a news 
conference 
in 
Moscow 
on Thursday complaining 
about his exclusion as the 
meeting opened in Lodz, 
Poland. North Macedonia 
is set to take over chairing 
the OSCE in 2023. Bujar Os- 
mani, the country’s foreign 
minister, said that despite 
all the obstacles he would 
not declare this week’s 
meeting a failure.q 


ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — 
Turkey’s 
foreign 
minister 
charged Friday that the 
United States and Russia 
have failed to meet prom- 
ises to clear Syria’s border 
with Turkey of Kurdish mili- 
tants, forcing Ankara to in- 
tervene. 


Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs Zbigniew Rau, center, delivers a closing speech during a high- 
level meeting of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe in Lodz, Poland, Friday, 
Dec. 2, 2022. 
Associated Press 


European security org faces existential crisis at meeting 


Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu attends the Med 2022 
Dialogues forum, in Rome, Friday, Dec. 2, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Turkey: Russia, U.S. failed to clear militia from Syria border 


Speaking at the Mediter- 
ranean Dialogues forum 
in Rome, Foreign Minister 
Mevlut Cavusoglu also said 
that Turkey was seeking 
reconciliation with Syria’s 
government to facilitate 
the return of refugees, co- 
operate in fighting extrem- 


ists and to end the conflict 
in Syria. 
Cavusoglu’s 
comments 
came after Turkish Presi- 
dent Recep Tayyip Erdo- 
gan vowed last month to 
launch a new land inva- 
sion of northern Syria to tar- 
get militant Kurdish groups, 
following a Nov. 13 explo- 
sion in Istanbul that killed six 
people. 
The 
Turkish 
military 
has 
launched a barrage of 
airstrikes 
on 
suspected 
militant targets in northern 
Syria and Iraq in retaliation. 
The Kurdish groups denied 
involvement in the bomb- 
ing. They said Turkish strikes 
have killed civilians and 
are threatening the fight 
against the Islamic State 
group. 
“We reached an under- 
standing with the United 
States and the Russian Fed- 
eration,” Cavusoglu said. 
“They committed to push 


those terrorists further south 
from our border. ... But 
since then, they haven’t 
met their commitments.” 
He was referring to sepa- 
rate deals reached with 


Moscow and Washington 
in 2019, under which both 
agreed 
to 
push 
Syrian 
Kurdish fighters from a wide 
swath of territory south of 
Turkey’s border.q 
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WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— Police alleged Thursday 
that a Canadian man pre- 
viously charged with mur- 
dering an Indigenous wom- 
an also killed three other 
women two also confirmed 
to be Indigenous and one 
believed to be. 
Jeremy 
Skibicki 
was 
charged May 18 and kept 
in custody after the par- 
tial remains of Rebecca 
Contois, 24, were found 
in a garbage bin near an 
apartment building. Con- 
tois lived in Winnipeg but 
was a member of O-Chi- 
Chak-Ko-Sipi First Nation, 
also known as Crane River. 
Police at the time said they 
were not ruling out more 
victims. On Thursday, they 
said Skibicki is now charged 


with first-degree murder in 
three other deaths in the 
same short period in the 
spring. Police said Morgan 
Beatrice Harris, 39, and 


Marcedes Myran, 26, were 
killed in the first week of 
May. Both women lived in 
Winnipeg and were mem- 
bers of Long Plain First Na- 


tion. Police said a fourth 
woman, unidentified but 
believed to be Indigenous, 
is thought to have been 
killed on or about last 
March 15. They released a 
photo of a jacket similar to 
one she had been wear- 
ing. “It’s always unsettling 
whenever there is any kind 
of a serial killing,” Winnipeg 
Police Chief Danny Smyth 
said. “It does involve Indig- 
enous women. We’re very 
sensitive to the whole miss- 
ing and murdered Indig- 
enous women investigation 
and inquiry and the recom- 
mendations that came out 
of that.” 
Police released few details 
about their investigation, 
but said they have no leads 
to any other potential vic- 


tims. “I don’t know if they 
were 
specifically 
being 
targeted, but clearly the 
victims in this are all indig- 
enous women,” Smyth said. 
Smyth 
said 
authorities 
haven’t found the bodies 
of the other three victims 
but said they have enough 
evidence to charge Skibicki 
with first degree murder. 
He declined to release fur- 
ther details because the in- 
vestigation is still underway. 
“We 
have 
much 
more 
work to do to protect the 
lives of Indigenous women 
and girls,” Winnipeg Mayor 
Scott Gillingham said. 
“Right now there are far too 
many people experiencing 
homeless, addiction and 
poverty and that puts him 
in vulnerable positions.”q 


By FRANKLIN BRICEÑO 
Associated Press 
CCONCHACCOTA, 
Peru 
(AP) — From her home un- 
der the baking sun of Pe- 
ru’s southern Andes, Vilma 
Huamaní can see the small 
Cconchaccota 
lagoon, 
the axis of her community’s 
life. It has been a source of 
trout, fun for children ea- 
ger to swim, beauty as fla- 
mingos flew from over the 
mountains and water for 
thirsty sheep. 
Nowadays, 
all 
Huamaní 
sees of the lagoon 4,100 
meters (13,120 feet) above 
sea level is a plain of 
cracked and broken soil 
surrounded by yellow grass. 
“It has totally dried up,” she 
said. 
The rainy season in this part 
of South America should 
have started in September, 
but the area is experienc- 
ing its driest period in al- 
most a half century, affect- 
ing more than 3,000 com- 
munities in the central and 
southern Andes of Peru. 
A light rain last week only 
the second in almost eight 
months prompted resi- 
dents to set bowls outdoors 
to collect some water. The 
drops lifted dust as they 
hit the ground, and by the 
next morning, the sun had 
evaporated 
the 
scant 
moisture. 


Dead sheep and lambs 
so weak they can bare- 
ly stand can be found 
among sparse yellow grass. 
The planting of potatoes, 
which is the only crop that 
grows in Huamaní’s village, 
has been delayed, leading 
many to expect food short- 
ages in the coming months 
because people are al- 
ready feeding themselves 
from their dehydrated po- 
tato reserves. 
“Every day, I ask I hope 
the rain falls ... when there 


is rain the grasses grow, 
the potatoes (grow),” said 
Huamaní, 38, who moved 
with her four children from 
Peru’s capital, Lima, to 
Cconchaccota in 2020 in 
an effort to flee the coro- 
navirus pandemic. 
The absence of rain in part 
of the Andes occurs as a 
result of the La Niña phe- 
nomenon, present in 2022 
for the third consecutive 
year, according to the Unit- 
ed Nations’ meteorological 
agency. The drought is also 


hitting parts of Bolivia, Para- 
guay and Argentina. 
Yuri Escajadillo, a clima- 
tologist with Peru’s National 
Meteorology and Hydrol- 
ogy Service, said an index 
used to measure droughts 
qualified the region as “ex- 
tremely dry.” “It is a record 
value,” Escajadillo said. 
In Cconchaccota, there 
is no drinking water, sew- 
age or telephone service. 
People drink water they 
get from a nearby spring, 
though it sometimes dries 


up, too. 
Residents say their appeals 
to local authorities for help 
went unanswered for more 
than two months. 
So, 
Grisaldo 
Challanca, 
a young farmer, used his 
cellphone to record vid- 
eos and prepare a report 
about the drought. He 
posted it on a Facebook 
page after he climbed to 
about 4,500 meters above 
sea level to get an internet 
connection. 
The long-delayed response 
from the regional authori- 
ties arrived last week with 
the delivery of packages of 
fodder oats for the surviving 
sheep, cattle, alpacas and 
llamas. 
“The animals are all bone,” 
said John Franklin Chal- 
lanca, a 12-year-old shep- 
herd, whose family has lost 
50 sheep. 
The Andes is one of the 
world’s most sensitive re- 
gions to climate migrations 
because of droughts, tropi- 
cal storms and hurricanes, 
heavy rains and floods, ac- 
cording to the latest report 
by the United Nations’ In- 
tergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change. 
“Global 
warming 
has 
caused glacier loss in the 
Andes from 30% to more 
than 50% of their area since 
the 1980s. q 


An emciated sheep walks on the dry bed of the Cconchaccota lagoon in the Apurimac region 
of Peru, Friday, Nov. 25, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Lagoon dries up as drought grips Peru’s southern Andes 


Winnipeg Police Inspector Shawn Pike provides an update to 
an ongoing homicide investigation in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Canadian man charged in deaths of 3 more Indigenous women 
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Ceremony to turn on the lights and reopen Caya G.F. Betico Croes 
for car traffic 


ORANJESTAD – The first of 
December, beginning to 
feel the atmosphere of the 
year-end holidays, minis- 
ter of Education and Sport, 
Endy Croes joined his col- 
leagues 
of 
the 
Wever- 
Croes II Cabinet to be pres- 
ent during the ceremony 
to turn on the lights in the 
main street of Oranjestad, 
Caya G. F. Betico Croes. 


The Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Evelyn Wever-Croes indi- 
cated that the main street 
will be temporarily open for 
traffic, in order to bring life 
to the shopping area and 
encourage the people to 
support or local businesses. 
Vice-Prime Minister, Ursell 
Arends accompanied by 
his wife and business own- 
ers were also present, and 
around 6pm the lights were 
turned on in the Caya G.F. 
Betico Croes. This way, the 
street was opened for all 
cars during the holiday 
season.q 


Winners of Wiki Loves Monuments Aruba 2022 are known 


ORANEJSTAD – Yesterday 
afternoon, Stichting Monu- 
mentenfonds Aruba (SMFA) 
announced the winners of 
the Wiki Loves Monuments 
Aruba 2022 competition. 


Wiki Loves Monuments is an 
international project that 
has the goal of document- 
ing monuments around the 
world. Contestants not only 
take part in the competi- 
tion in order to win, but they 
also contribute to helping 
document monuments in 
Aruba and to sharing these 
with the whole world. 
This is the sixth edition of 


Wiki Loves Monuments Aru- 
ba, and the 12th edition of 
the international project. 
This year, Aruba received 
a total of 144 photographs, 
and 39 countries took part 
in the competition. A total 
of 10 photographs were 
nominated, and these 10 
photographs will continue 
participating in the inter- 
national Wiki Loves Monu- 
ments 
competition. 
The 
results of this international 
competition will be known 
at the end of January 2023. 


The competition consists of 


two categories. Category 
2 consists of photographs 
of monuments that are not 
protected. This category 
helps the foundation see 
through the eyes of the 
public 
themselves 
what 
they consider to have a 
monumental value. Cat- 
egory 1 is the category for 
photographs of protected 
monuments. 
This year is the first time that 
the photographs of both 
categories can continue in 
the international compe- 
tition. In previous years, it 
was only photographs from 
Category 1 that could go 
on to compete in the inter- 
national competition. 


A jury consisting of three 
members was in charge 
of choosing the winners in 
both categories in Aruba. In 
the Category 2, the winner 
was Dyanne Lopez Schip- 
per with a photograph of 
a ‘cas di torto’, and in the 
Category 1 the winner was 
Jeroen Lucas, with a pho- 
tograph of the California 
Lighthouse.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal 
visitors at Divi Village Golf & Beach Resort 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently recognized the 
Emerald Ambassadors of 
Aruba by awarding them 
the Emerald certificate as 
a token of appreciation for 
visiting the island for more 
than 35 years. 


Honorees 
were: 
Charles 
& Sharon Nemser resident 
of Massachusetts, United 
States 


Ms. Olga Ruiz representing 
the Aruba Tourism Authori- 
ty, and members of the Divi 
Village Golf Beach Resort 
bestowed the certification 
of the Ambassadors and 
presented the Ambassa- 
dors with gifts, and thanked 
them on behalf of the 
Government of Aruba for 
choosing Aruba as their fa- 
vorite vacation destination 
for so many years. Honor- 


ees definitely consider Aru- 
ba their home away from 
home! 
The top reason for returning 
to Aruba, provided by the 
honorees were: 
Very relaxing 
Sun, surf and sand 
Friends we have made, lo- 
cals and tourist 
The safety of Aruba 
Food, shopping and activi- 
ties q 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal 
visitors of Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity recently honored the 
Goodwill Ambassadors of 
Aruba and the Emerald 
Ambassadors of Aruba by 
awarding the Ambassa- 
dors with the Goodwill cer- 
tificate and the Emerald 
certificate in recognition of 
their visits to the island for 
more than 20 and 35 years, 
respectively. 


Honorees were: 
Goodwill 
Ambassadors 
(more than 20 years): 
John & Sandra Busino resi- 
dents of New York, United 
States 


Emerald 
Ambassador 
(more than 35 years): 
David & Julie Maheu resi- 
dents of Rhode Island, Unit- 


ed States 


During the ceremony Ms. 
Olga Ruiz representing the 
Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority 
(A.T.A), and members Man- 
chebo Beach Resort & Spa 
bestowed the certification 
of the Ambassadors, and 
presented the Ambassa- 
dors with gifts, and thanked 
them on behalf of the 


Government of Aruba for 
choosing Aruba as her fa- 
vorite vacation destination 
for so many years. Aruba 
is definitely considered by 
the Honorees, their Home 
Away from Home! 


Top reason for returning 
to Aruba, provided by the 


honorees were: 
Beaches and ocean at 
Manchebo 
The people that work at 
Manchebo 
Fantastic weather 
Restaurants 
Hospitality and friendliness 
of the natives in Aruba 
The safety of Aruba.q 
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Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me is ……. Send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation 
memory. 
Isn’t 
that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, 
Caribbean 


Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 
Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and 
Facebook 
page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 


For today we received a 
lovely message from Car- 
mela and Joseph Villari 


Our lovely visitors wrote to 
us saying; 
“We are back at our 2nd 
home to celebrate the 


Christmas 
holidays 
and 
staying at The Hilton Hotel. 
Here is a picture of us at the 


Flying Fishbone and enjoy- 
ing this breathtaking view.” 
Welcome back to our hap- 


py Island and thank you 
very much for sharing your 
time here with us!q 


Information evening about sexually transmitted diseases 


ORANJESTAD – On No- 
vember 30, 2022, the De- 
partment of Public Health 
DVG, the Horacio Oduber 
Hospital, and the Health 
Promotion Platform held a 
joint information evening 
for healthcare workers. 


Dr. de Kort and Dr. Roden- 
burg of the HOH were the 
speakers at the event. 
The information evening 
was in connection with 
International Aids Day on 
December 1 and prepa- 
ration for the upcoming 
holiday season and car- 
nival. The purpose of the 
evening was to provide 
information to all health- 
care workers about sexu- 
ally transmitted diseases, 
including HIV, Chlamydia, 
and the existing taboo 


about these subjects. 


Dr. Rodenburg and Dr. 
de Kort talked extensively 
about their medical ex- 
perience in Aruba and 
abroad. They explained 
the 
differences 
in 
the 
awareness of these sub- 
jects and provided tips 
and valuable information 
in the context of our com- 
munity. They also provided 
information on diagnos- 
tic, treatment, care, and 
treatment centers for dif- 


ferent cases. 


Dr. de Kort emphasized 
the importance of sup- 
port groups in these cases. 
The lack of support groups 
affects the process of in- 
dividuals with an STD, but 
also groups like LGBTQ+ . 


It is essential to state that 
there are positive changes 
in STDs, and the communi- 
ty is slowly responding pos- 
itively and creating more 


awareness. 


Minister of Public Health 
Dangui Oduber is grateful 
to the DVG Health Promo- 
tion, the Horacio Oduber 
Hospital, and the Health 
Promotion Platform for or- 
ganizing this event and 
sharing valuable informa- 
tion with the healthcare 
sector and the community 
in the wake of the upcom- 
ing season.q 
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Today Is Going To Be A Good Day 


Here’s why: Aruba Today 
collected some things to 
do BEYOND the beach. Yes, 
we know. Aruba, located 
15 miles north of Venezu- 
ela in the warm waters of 
the southern Caribbean, is 
home to beautiful white- 
sand beaches, 82-degree 
days, and thus ideal for the 
perfect beach day. But we 
are also blessed with some 
of the warmest people in 
the world and our island is 
19.6 miles long and 6 miles 
across, with a total area of 
70 square miles. Bit more 
to discover than the white 
stretch on the coastline we 
say. Let’s mention some of 
these hidden gems. 


Nature Calls 
The Arikok National park is 
worth the ride. We love the 
hikes that are guided by 
the park’s rangers whose 
job is to maintain trails and 
protect natural resources. 
The flora and fauna are 
beautiful and the histori- 
cal sites tell you about the 
island’s indigenous roots. 
The guided tours are even 
free of charge. If you are 
not up to walking, you can 
drive through the park, one 
way or another this park is 
a great place to spend an 
entire day. Cruising through 
the landscape you end up 
at some of the most stun- 
ning beaches like Dos Pla- 
ya or Daimara Beach. In To- 
tal the park consists of 7907 
acres 
protected 
nature 
with a richness of animals 
living in it. The Aruban whip- 
tail lizard (cododo), Aruban 
cat eye snake (santanero) 
and 
endangered 
rattle 
snake (cascabel) are just 
some of them, you can also 
admire these close in the 
park’s Visitors’ Center. For 


more information, visit the 
website www.arubanation- 
alpark.org 


Philip's Animal Garden 
To stay with the animals, 
let’s hop to an amazing 
place. Something different 
to do, an experience that 
is to be enjoyed by peo- 
ple of all ages. Welcome 
to Philip’s Animal Garden. 
We are not talking about 
a zoo here, this is actually 
a sanctuary for all types 
of creatures, from horses 
to peacocks, kangaroos 
to turtles, monkeys, goats, 
and many, many more dif- 
ferent species. The place 
was founded in 2009 and 
it is the only organization 
rescuing and rehabilitat- 
ing exotic animals in Aru- 
ba, which has resulted in 
an amazing collection of 
these animals. They pro- 
vide a suitable living envi- 
ronment for all the rescued 
animals. Up until now the 
owner, Philip, has built this 
shelter with his own efforts; 


building all the cages from 
scratch, designing all struc- 
tures and welding them 
with his own bare hands. His 
goal is to upgrade the facil- 
ities to a world-class animal 
shelter with veterinary care 
and round-the-clock staffs. 
With the input from the Aru- 
ban community and visitors 
they provide the best care 
for these animals. Please 
check out their website for 


more information: www. 
philipsanimalgarden.com. 


The Lighthouse 
No, you would not think 
of this as a hidden gem. 
The California Lighthouse 
is actually one of the most 
known highlights in Aruba 
and many repeated guests 
most probably took the ride 
uphill already. But, there is 
a significant change to this 


tower. 
Since 
September 
2016 you can climb the 
top. In 2015 Stichting Monu- 
mentenfonds started the 
restoration of the Califor- 
nia Lighthouse. The project 
finished in September 2016 
and the Lighthouse is now 
open for visitors to enjoy 
the beautiful view from the 
top. The construction of the 
California Lighthouse start- 
ed in 1915. The name ‘Cali- 
fornia’ came from a vessel 
of the West India Company 
and Pacific Steamship Co. 
called 
‘California’ 
that 
shipwrecked in the area in 
1891. Therefore they came 
up with the idea of build- 
ing a lighthouse that could 
indicate the island’s east- 
ern tip to ships with its light. 
www.arubalighthouse.com 
will give you more informa- 
tion. 


Kayak in the Mangroves 
Mangel Halto at Savaneta 
is definitely a place not to 
miss out on. The beauti- 
ful beach with the natu- 
ral mangroves is simply a 
beauty, but if you are into 
a more active way to enjoy 
the nature: take a kayak. 
While you are doing some 
workout -as it might get a 
little windy and rough-, you 
will see the island from a 
different perspective. You 
can even make a stop to 
do some snorkeling at the 
reef. Its fun, it’s healthy and 
for sure something else. 
There are several compa- 
nies that offer kayak tours, 
we had good experience 
with The Shack Kayak Tours 
Aruba, find them on Face- 
book. q 
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The Dutch Caribbean Nature Alliance (DCNA) and Fundacion 
Parke Nacional Aruba (FPNA) Organise Marine Management 
Workshop in Aruba 


From the 21st to the 23rd 
of November 2022, the 
Dutch Caribbean Nature 
Alliance (DCNA) together 
with Fundacion Parke Na- 
cional Aruba (FPNA) host- 
ed a workshop on Marine 
Management 
in 
Aruba. 
Delegates from both gov- 
ernments and park man- 
agement 
organizations 
representing islands in the 
Dutch 
Caribbean 
came 
together for in-depth dis- 
cussion on how to address 
the unique challenges our 
islands face when protect- 
ing the ocean. It is the first 
time such a workshop was 
organised for the Dutch 
Caribbean. 


At the start of the work- 
shop invited experts from 
Australia, Jamaica, United 
Kingdom, Colombia, the 
USA and Aruba presented 
examples of best prac- 
tices and innovative ap- 
proaches to ocean protec- 
tion from around the world, 
which were used in prob- 
lem solving exercises and 
round table discussions on 
an expansive mix of sub- 
jects such as marine park 
management, sustainable 
fisheries 
management, 
control and enforcement 
at sea, sustainable tourism 
and strategic stakeholder 
mapping. Minister Ursell Ar- 
ends, the Minister of Integ- 
rity, Transport, Nature and 
Senior Affairs for the gov- 
ernment of Aruba kicked- 
off the workshop, outlining 


the ambitious agenda that 
Aruba has for marine con- 
servation, which includes 
establishing 
an 
‘island- 
round’ marine park. 


Minister Ursell Arends: “For 
many years, Aruba has 
prioritised our economic 
prosperity, at the expense 
of our nature. The ambi- 
tion is to expand the cur- 
rent four-area marine park 


to an island-round marine 
park as part of a larger 
goal for Aruba’s eventual 
Marine Spatial Plan. Rather 
than prohibit activities, the 
island-round marine park 
model will create a road- 
map for a sustainable bal- 
ance between the human 
and economic activities 
of our maritime space and 
the conservation of marine 
life.” 


As part of the workshop, 
participants were invited 
to hike through Parke Na- 
cional Arikok to learn more 
about Aruba’s diverse flora 
and fauna. This hike served 
as a reminder of why it 
is vital to protect nature 
and also gave FPNA the 
chance to showcase the 
important work the team is 
doing to protect and con- 
serve nature in Aruba. 


“We were honored to col- 
laborate with DCNA to host 
the Marine Management 
workshop in Aruba and 
welcome key stakehold- 
ers and international ex- 
perts to share knowledge 
and expertise on marine 
management with the dif- 
ferent island representa- 
tives”, said Natasha Silva, 
Chief Conservation Officer, 
FPNA. Now more than ever, 
our oceans are under great 
threat, and from the work- 
shop it is evident that we 
all have ambitious plans to 
protect and manage our is- 
land’s marine environment 
and beyond. Collaboration 


on local level and cross- 
island is key in implement- 
ing innovative approaches 
to protect our oceans for 
generations to come. 


This was the first of a series 
of workshops that DCNA 
plans to host in the coming 
years, each time on a dif- 
ferent island but all focused 
on sustainable manage- 
ment of natural resources 
and the protection of na- 
ture. This workshop was 
generously sponsored by 
the Oceans5 funders’ col- 
laborative and supported 
by the Blue Marine Founda- 
tion and the Allen Institute 
for Artificial Intelligence. 


“It was great to see such a 
big diversity of participants 
who were all enthusiastic 
about collaborating with 
each other,” says Irene 
Kingma, Policy Advisor to 
DCNA. “As DCNA-secretar- 
iat, we play a facilitatory 
role towards our members, 
and capacity building and 
knowledge sharing is a 
central part in that.”q 
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By ASHRAF KHALIL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Staff- 
ers at Bread for the City, 
a venerable charity in the 
nation’s capital, thought 
they were prepared for 
this 
year’s 
annual 
pre- 
Thanksgiving Holiday Help- 
ers food giveaway. The 
pandemic 
had 
faded, 
but inflation was high, so 
they budgeted to give out 
12,000 meals, 20% higher 
than normal pre-pandem- 
ic levels. 
But they were quickly over- 
whelmed, with long lines 
of clients waiting hours to 
receive a free turkey and 
a $50 debit card for gro- 
ceries. They were forced 
to shut down three days 
early after helping 16,000 
people, many more than 
anticipated. 
“We don’t want to retrau- 
matize our community by 
having them wait outside 
four hours for a turkey,” said 
Ashley Domm, the charity’s 
chief development officer. 
“We are not set up to have 
hundreds of people lined 
up on a city street.” 
Bread for the City’s experi- 
ence reflects a larger dy- 
namic playing out across 
the country. What many 
Americans hoped would 
be the first normal holiday 
season in three years has 
instead been thrown into 
a heightened hunger crisis 
once again, with Christmas 
on the horizon. 
A September report by the 
Urban Institute estimated 
that about 1 in 5 adults ex- 
perienced household food 
insecurity 
last 
summer, 
about the same as during 
the first year of the pan- 
demic but a sharp increase 
from the spring of 2021. 
Black and Hispanic adults 
reported higher rates of 


Maria Correa, of Washington, center, who says she is sick with 
cancer, cannot work, and that things are especially difficult 
because of the pandemic, accepts a turkey and Thanksgiving 
trimmings during an annual Thanksgiving food giveaway at 
The Redeemed Christian Church of God New Wine Assembly, 
Tuesday, Nov. 22, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


Higher food prices worsen hunger crisis 
this holiday season 


food insecurity than their 
white 
counterparts, 
ac- 
cording to the report. 
“In the pandemic, nobody 
had jobs and nobody had 
money,” said Nancy Mur- 
phy, a 45-year old care- 
giver picking up a frozen 
turkey and groceries last 
week from a giveaway at 
the Redeemed Christian 
Church of God New Wine 
Assembly church in north- 
east 
Washington. 
“Now 
they’re back at their jobs 
but the money isn’t going 
far enough. It’s still hard.” 
The government estimates 
food prices will be up 9.5% 
to 10.5% this year. And 
that’s squeezing the bud- 
gets of many Americans 
and the food banks that 
have helped them, espe- 
cially with the expiration 
of the massive flow of pan- 
demic relief aid. “ Inflation 
has been the story of the 
year,” said Michael Altfest, 
director of community en- 
gagement at the Alam- 
eda County Food Bank in 
Oakland, California. 
Altfest said the level of 


community need remains 
50% to 70% higher than 
pre-pandemic levels, and 
about 30% of calls to the 
food bank’s emergency 
helpline are from first-time 
callers. 
In multiple cases, charities 
and food banks had pre- 
pared for increased num- 
bers due to inflation, only 
to find the level of need 
had far exceeded their 
projections. The Capital 
Area Food Bank in Wash- 
ington originally projected 
it would need to distribute 
about 43 million meals dur- 
ing the July 2022-June 2023 
budget year. Now four 
months into that fiscal year, 
it already is 22% ahead of 
those predictions. 
“That was an educated 
prediction with a good 
four or five months of in- 
formation,” said the food 
bank’s CEO, Radha Muthi- 
ah. “We are always think- 
ing 
about 
Thanksgiving 
and Christmas right when 
everybody’s heading to 
the beach in summer.” 
In Illinois, Jim Conwell of 
the Greater Chicago Food 
bank says the need re- 
mains elevated. “So we’re 
purchasing 
more 
and 
we’re spending more on 
what we do purchase,” he 
said. 
His organization’s network 
served about 30% more 
households in August 2022, 
compared to the previous 
August.q 
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Divi Golf & Beach Resort 
eagle beach 
Studio wk 50, 51, 52, 
ocean front $9 K each 
1 br wk 50, 51, 52, 1 


$11 K each 


call +297 564 2686 


z3837@yahoo.de 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Eagle tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 
centro medico tel. 584 5794 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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By LAURA UNGAR 
AP Science Writer 
Tech billionaire Elon Musk 
said his Neuralink com- 
pany is seeking permission 
to test its brain implant in 
people soon. 
In a “show and tell” pre- 
sentation 
livestreamed 
Wednesday night, Musk 
said his team is in the pro- 
cess of asking U.S. regula- 
tors to allow them to test 
the device. He said he 
thinks the company should 
be able to put the implant 
in a human brain as part of 
a clinical trial in about six 
months, though that time- 
line is far from certain. 
Musk’s Neuralink is one of 
many groups working on 
linking brains to computers, 
efforts aimed at helping 
treat brain disorders, over- 
coming brain injuries and 
other applications. 
Rao, who watched Musk’s 
presentation online, said 
he doesn’t think Neuralink is 
ahead of the pack in terms 
of brain-computer inter- 
face achievements. “But 
... they are quite ahead in 
terms of the actual hard- 
ware in the devices,” he 
said. The Neuralink device 
is about the size of a large 
coin and is designed to be 
implanted in the skull, with 
ultra-thin wires going di- 
rectly into the brain. Musk 
said the first two applica- 
tions in people would be 
restoring vision and helping 
people with little or no abil- 
ity to operate their muscles 
rapidly use digital devices. 
He said he also envisions 
that in someone with a 
broken neck, signals from 
the brain could be bridged 
to Neuralink devices in the 
spinal cord. 
“We’re 
confident 
there 
are no physical limitations 
to enabling full body func- 
tionality,” said Musk, who 
recently took over Twitter 
and is the CEO of Tesla and 
SpaceX. In experiments by 
other 
teams, 
implanted 


Elon Musk, Tesla CEO, attends the opening of the Tesla factory Berlin Brandenburg in Gruenheide, 
Germany, March 22, 2022. 


Associated Press 


Musk’s company aims to soon test brain implant in people 


sensors have let paralyzed 
people use brain signals to 
operate computers and 
move robotic arms. In a 
2018 study in the journal 
PLOS ONE, three partici- 
pants with paralysis below 
the neck affecting all of 
their limbs used an experi- 
mental 
brain-computer 
interface being tested by 
the consortium BrainGate. 
The interface records neu- 
ral activity from a small sen- 
sor in the brain to navigate 
things like email and apps. 
A r ecent study in the jour- 
nal Nature, by scientists at 
the Swiss research center 
NeuroRestore, identified a 
type of neuron activated 


by electrical stimulation of 
the spinal cord, allowing 
nine patients with chronic 
spinal cord injury to walk 
again. 
Researchers 
have 
also 
been working on brain and 
machine 
interfaces 
for 
restoring vision. Rao said 
some companies have de- 
veloped retinal implants, 
but 
Musk’s 
announce- 
ment suggested his team 
would use signals directly 
targeting the brain’s visual 
cortex, an approach that 
some academic groups 
are also pursuing, “with lim- 
ited success.” 
Neuralink 
spokespeople 
did not immediately re- 


spond to an email to the 
press office. Dr. Jaimie 
Henderson, 
a 
neurosur- 
gery professor at Stanford 
University who is an advis- 
er for Neuralink, said one 
way Neuralink is different 
than some other devices 
is that it has the ability to 
reach into deeper layers 
of the brain. But he added: 
“There are lots of different 
systems that have lots of 
different advantages.”q 
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MILWAUKEE (AP) — The 
Milwaukee Brewers have 
promoted Marti Wronski 
to chief operating officer, 
making her the franchise’s 
highest-ranking female ex- 
ecutive since Wendy Selig- 
Prieb was the president 
and chair of the board in 
the early 2000s. 
Brewers officials also said 
Wronski is the only woman 
to currently hold the COO 
title for a major-league 
franchise. 
There are two women 
working as president of 
business operations for MLB 


teams: Caroline O’Connor 
with the Miami Marlins and 
Catie Griggs with the Seat- 
tle Mariners.O’Connor was 
promoted last week, mak- 
ing the Marlins the first U.S. 
major sports franchisee to 
have women as president 
and 
general 
manager. 
The Marlins hired Kim Ng 
as general manager in No- 
vember 2020. 
The upcoming season will 
mark Wronski’s 20th with 
the Brewers. She takes over 
a position that hadn’t been 
filled since Rick Schlesinger 
was promoted to president 


of business operations in 
2018. “I’m grateful for the 
tremendous opportunities 
the Brewers have provided 
me throughout my career 
and aim to continue in my 
efforts to champion aspir- 
ing women in the sports in- 
dustry and at the Milwau- 
kee Brewers,” Wronski said 
in a statement released by 
the organization. 
Wronski previously worked 
as general counsel and 
senior vice president of 
administration, 
oversee- 
ing the legal, information 
technology and human 


resource departments. 
In her new position, she will 
assume responsibility for 
the business analytics and 
strategy teams. 
Wronski worked on Mar- 
quette’s law school faculty 
before joining the Brewers. 
The Brewers also promoted 
Jason Hartlund to execu- 
tive vice president-chief 
commercial officer. Hart- 
lund will oversee consum- 
er marketing. He already 
was above ticket sales, 
suite sales, special events, 
concerts 
and 
business 
developments.q 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — Gregg 
Berhalter felt like a student 
when he signed with the 
Dutch club Zwolle 28 years 
ago. The U.S. coach plans 
to apply the lessons he 
learned when the Ameri- 
cans play the Netherlands 
on Saturday for a berth in 
the World Cup quarterfi- 
nals. “I went to Holland just 
out of university and (was) 
totally unprepared for pro- 
fessional 
level 
soccer,” 
Berhalter said Friday. “If I 
wasn’t in Holland, I don’t 
think I would have had that 
building that really helped 
shape my ideas.” 
Now 
49, 
Berhalter 
will 
match tactics against Louis 
van Gaal, at 71 the oldest 
coach in the World Cup. 
Van Gaal guided the Neth- 
erlands to third place in the 
2014 tournament and has 
won seven league titles 
with Ajax, AZ Alkmaar, Bar- 
celona and Bayern Munich. 
That success means little to 
the Oranje’s demanding 
fanbase. 
“If I have to believe the 
Dutch media, we’ll never 
become world champion,” 
Van Gaal said in Dutch. 
“In 2014 it was exactly the 
same. Extremely negative. 
Now it’s the same all over 
again. I am used to it, and 
I think my players are used 
to it, so we will calmly move 
on.” 
Then he added playfully in 
English: “Maybe you can 
take now a picture after 


this declaration.” 
He 
smiled 
and 
said: 
“Cheese.” 
Van Gaal, who is out of 
contract after the World 
Cup, deflected questions 
about whether he would 
coach in Africa or replace 
Roberto 
Martinez, 
who 
parted ways with Belgium 
after his team was eliminat- 
ed Thursday. 
“You got to convince my 
wife,” he said. 
A losing finalist in 1974, 1978 
and 2010, the Netherlands 
began this tournament with 
a 2-0 win over Senegal, tied 
Ecuador 1-1 and beat Qa- 
tar 2-0 to top Group A. 
Van Gaal’s team has been 
criticized at home for an al- 
leged lack of attacking flair 


despite an 18-game un- 
beaten streak. “I’m laugh- 
ing because there’s always 
criticism in Holland. How 
many Bond (national team) 
coaches are there in Hol- 
land? Sixteen million. Isn’t 
that what they say? Seven- 
teen million now?” Berhal- 
ter said. “I think Louis van 
Gaal has tough enough 
skin. He realizes that his job 
is to deliver wins.” 
The Americans have sev- 
eral Dutch ties. U.S. sport- 
ing director Earnie Stewart 
grew up in the Netherlands, 
as did current right back 
Sergiño Dest. 
“It’s going to be a pretty fun 
one, playing against the 
country I was born in,” Dest 
said. “I know almost every 


single guy over there.” 
Dest was teammates with 
the Dutch defender Daley 
Blind at Ajax before moving 
to Barcelona and then AC 
Milan. 
“You could immediately 
see he was full of talent,” 
Blind said through a transla- 
tor. “He evolved really rap- 
idly.” 
Van 
Gaal 
claimed 
he 
didn’t recall Sparta upset- 
ting his Ajax team in 1997. 
“Being that competitive, 
he has to remember that 
game,” 
Berhalter 
said, 
chuckling. 
The U.S. has played the 
Netherlands five times, all 
friendlies 
The 
Americans 
lost four before rallying late 
for a 4-3 win in 2015. They 


have 
not 
reached 
the 
quarterfinals since 2002, los- 
ing round of 16 games in 
extra time to Ghana in 2010 
and Belgium in 2014. 
Berhalter was hired after 
the failure to qualify for the 
2018 World Cup. 
“What I observe is a vision,” 
Van Gaal said. 
“What I see is a team that 
is keen to execute that vi- 
sion, which is of the utmost 
importance, and I see the 
conviction, especially the 
conviction of the players. 
So that for a coach must 
be fantastic.” 
Van 
Gaal’s 
squad 
has 
been battling flu, much like 
the Americans last week. 
The U.S. opened its cam- 
paign in Qatar with draws 
against Wales and Eng- 
land, then beat Iran 1-0 on 
a goal by Christian Pulisic, 
who bruised his pelvis but 
was cleared to play Satur- 
day. The U.S. has allowed 
only one goal at the World 
Cup. Berhalter credited a 
collective defense and re- 
called experience and de- 
manding teammates from 
his Dutch days. 
“Just about spacing and 
the positional game, third 
man, triangles. There was 
a striker, an old striker that I 
played with when I first got 
there. His name was Remco 
Boere. He would yell at me 
for giving him the ball with 
too much spin,” Berhalter 
said. “If you ever laid a ball 
off to someone and you 
put it to their wrong foot, 
they would start yelling.”q 


Head coach Gregg Berhalter of the United States celebrates after the World Cup group B soccer 
match between Iran and the United States at the Al Thumama Stadium in Doha, Qatar, Wednesday, 
Nov. 30, 2022. 
Associated Press 


U.S. coach Berhalter to draw on Dutch lessons at World Cup 


This 2019 photo provided 
by the Milwaukee Brewers 
shows Marti Wronski at Miller 
Park in Milwaukee. 


Associated Press 


Brewers promote Marti Wronski, say MLB’s only female COO 
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By ROB MAADDI AP Pro 
Football Writer 
Deshaun Watson has a bet- 
ter chance of leading the 
Cleveland Browns to their 
first Super Bowl title than re- 
building his public image. 
The disgraced quarterback 
wouldn’t address his 11- 
game suspension for sexual 
misconduct or his league- 
mandated therapy sessions 
on Thursday in his first com- 
ments since returning to the 
Browns. 
“I have been advised to 
stay away from that and 
keep that personal,” Wat- 
son said during a 16-minute 
session with the media in 
Berea, Ohio. 
Watson 
has 
been 
ac- 
cused by more than two 
dozen women of sexual 
harassment 
and 
assault 
during massage therapy 
sessions. He has settled 23 
civil lawsuits brought by the 
women, while two others, 
including one filed in Octo- 
ber, are pending. 
Still, Watson could’ve said 
he’s grown as a person 
through counseling, that he 
has a better understanding 
of how his behavior affects 
others and he’s striving to 
be the best version of him- 
self. 
Of course, few people 
would believe him. 


Watson doesn’t have many 
fans outside of Cleveland 
and he has a long way to 
go to win over most folks. 
His actions matter more 
than his words, according 
to Rita Smith, a senior ad- 
viser to the NFL who was 
hired in 2014 to help shape 
the league’s policy on do- 
mestic abuse and sexual 
assault. 
“How I will know if he’s 
learned anything is how 
he behaves in the future,” 
Smith told The Associated 
Press. “If he never is ac- 
cused of this kind of behav- 
ior again, then we know 
that he’s learned some- 
thing that’s helpful for him. 


Until then, what he says is 
kind of irrelevant.” 
The 27-year-old, three-time 
Pro Bowl quarterback has 
maintained his innocence 
and hasn’t taken much ac- 
countability for his behav- 
ior that was labeled “egre- 
gious” and “predatory” by 
NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell. 
“I’ve always stood on my 
innocence and always said 
I’ve never assaulted any- 
one or disrespected any- 
one, and I’m continuing to 
stand on that,” Watson said 
in August after the NFL and 
the NFL Players Association 
reached a settlement on 
his punishment terms. 


He then explained he was 
apologizing 
“for 
people 
that were triggered” by his 
actions. 
Does he still feel the same 
way? 
Did 
counseling 
change his perspective? 
That’s unknown. 
The NFL made it a priority 
to mandate professional 
counseling and therapy as 
part of Watson’s discipline 
so he could learn from mis- 
takes, improve his decision- 
making and do better. 
“It was really important for 
us that, No. 1, that he do 
some kind of sessions and 
that the person who is do- 
ing the sessions has an un- 
derstanding 
of 
violence 
and abuse and trauma 
that we would suggest they 
look for to help him,” Smith 
said. 
Watson will face intense 
scrutiny 
everywhere: 
His 
performance on the field 
will be analyzed, his man- 
nerisms on the sideline, his 
interactions 
with 
team- 
mates in the huddle and his 
interviews with the media 
will be dissected. 
Starting Sunday when he 
takes the field against his 
former teammates in Hous- 
ton, fans will boo him, taunt 
and hurl insults. 
“I am not worried about 
the atmosphere,” Watson 


By JEFFREY COLLINS 
Associated Press 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) — 
Carolina Panthers owner 
David Tepper and his real 
estate company are the 
focus of a criminal inves- 
tigation to see if they mis- 
used any public money in 
their failed effort to build a 
practice facility for the NFL 
team in South Carolina. 
The York County Sheriff’s 
Office said state agents 
and local prosecutors are 
aiding its investigation, and 
that the probe does not 
mean that any crime hap- 
pened. 
“An investigation is sim- 
ply an inquiry and should 
not create any inference 
that wrongdoing has been 
committed by any party,” 
York County Sheriff Kevin 
Tolson and Solicitor Kev- 


in Brackett said in a joint 
statement Thursday night 
that named Tepper and GT 
Real Estate, the company 
created to oversee the 
construction project. 
Tepper’s company denied 
any criminal wrongdoing 
and suggested the tim- 
ing of the announcement 
might be meant to disrupt 
a 
settlement 
the 
team 
reached with York County 
to repay more than $21 
million, an amount rough- 
ly equivalent to the sales 
tax money the project re- 
ceived to improve roads 
around the facility. 
“This is a straightforward 
commercial matter that 
is being fully resolved. The 
underlying disputes arise 
under contracts that were 
jointly negotiated by the 
parties and are publicly 


available. The funds paid 
by the county were han- 
dled consistent with the 
terms of those contracts,” 
the statement from Tep- 
per’s GT Real Estate said. 
Tepper, a hedge fund man- 
ager who is one of the NFL’s 
wealthiest owners, and the 
Panthers announced plans 
for an $800 million practice 
facility, team offices, sports 
medicine complex, hotels 
and entertainment near 
Rock Hill in 2019. 
Both local and South Caro- 
lina leaders cheered the 
investment offering incen- 
tives and relishing getting a 
piece of the NFL team away 
from North Carolina and 
Charlotte, where the team 
plays its games about 25 
miles (40 kilometers) away. 
But after less than two 
years, Tepper’s company 


abruptly stopped work on 
the facility before its steel 
superstructure was finished, 
and declared bankruptcy. 
Work continues on an in- 


terstate interchange prom- 
ised by the state, and Tep- 
per’s company is trying to 
sell the land in the busy, 
growing region.q 


Cleveland Browns quarterback Deshaun Watson throws a pass 
during an NFL football practice at the team’s training facility 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, 2022, in Berea, Ohio. 


Associated Press 


Watson has better shot winning with Browns than fixing image 


Carolina Panthers owner David Tepper watches during warm 
ups before an NFL football game between the Carolina Panthers 
and the Denver Broncos on Sunday, Nov. 27, 2022, in Charlotte, 
N.C. 


Associated Press 


Panthers owner David Tepper scrutinized in criminal probe 


said. “I have to go in and 
make sure I execute the 
game plan.” 
The Browns haven’t won 
an NFL title since 1964. They 
have as many winless sea- 
sons (one) as playoff victo- 
ries since 1999. q 
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